
 

NEXT MEETING August 6, 2014 ● 12:00 PM ● ABILENE COUNTRY CLUB  

AUGUST, 2014 

abileneamc@aggienetwork.com 

BOARD of DIRECTORS MEETING 
August 21, 2014  • 11:45 AM  • Abilene Country Club 

AUGUST HAPPY HOUR 
August 21, 2014  •  5:30—7:30 PM  • The Winery @ Willow Creek • 4353 S Treadaway , Abilene, TX 79602 

All Regular Club & Board Meetings are at Noon at the Abilene Country Club 

Howdy! 
 

Luckily, the dawg days of summer are not barking as loudly as they could and we have been blessed with 

some rain.  Nonetheless, it is a good time to enjoy some home made peach ice cream, or a quart or three of 

Blue Bell and cogitate about cooking Aggie Fries, Aggie Football and cooler weather. 

 

Last week, Mel and I attended a meeting of the Anson Lions Club.  Our speaker was the curator of the 12th 

Armored Division Museum.  He delivered an excellent program with great passion for the history in his care 

and the importance of preserving and sharing it.   

 

He then shared his experiences interacting with today’s generation and, their impression of history which I 

failed to comprehend.  He also shared the events of a recent trip to visit relatives in the northeast.  I’ll tell you 

Ags, I got plumb nauseated.  I can’t imagine any part of American where the people no longer fear God and 

make no effort to instill traditional American values in their children.  The same children that consider the 

1980s as ancient history, and have learned nothing about WW II except the USA is the evil empire for using 

atomic weapons on Japan.  The same children that are absolutely convinced there is no cause greater than 

themselves, wouldn’t consider military, community or any other service that doesn’t benefit them directly.  A 

generation that cannot comprehend the sacrifices that have been made to defend this Country and the freedoms 

they take for granted. 

 

Ags, it didn’t take much cogitation to realize:  How blessed we are to live where the above listed atrocities are 

incomprehensible.  How blessed we are to have attended a College whose students have willingly sacrificed 

for freedom, a College where that sacrifice is honored and respected, a College where service for a cause 

greater than ourselves is expected, a College named Texas A&M. 
 

Gig ‘em, 

J. Clay Deatherage ‘84 

mailto:abileneamc@aggienetwork.com


2014 Abilene A&M Club Calendar 
       

August 
August 6 - Regular Club Meeting - Jim Burkhart, Junction Boy, Speaker 

August 16 - Fry Booth Cleanup Day 0830 
August 21 - Board of Directors Meeting 

August 21 - Aggie Happy Hour, The Winery at Willow Creek, 4353 S Treadaway 
 

September 
September 3 - Regular Club Meeting 

September 3 - Enrollment Workshop for High School Counselors 
September 5 - 10, FRY BOOTH  WHOOP! 

September 18 - Board of Directors Meeting 
September 18 - Aggie Happy Hour 

 

October 
October 1 - Regular Club Meeting, Scott Jarvis, Speaker 

October 16 - Board of Directors Meeting 
October 16 - Aggie Happy Hour 

 

November 
November 5 - Regular Club Meeting 

November 20 - Board of Directors Meeting 
November 20 - Aggie Happy Hour 

November 27 - Happy Thanksgiving 

SEPTEMBER 5  - 13 FRENCH FRY BOOTH 



Introducing our July Speaker 
 

Mr. James Burkhart ‘57 

James L. Burkhart is a survivor of Texas A&M football coach Paul "Bear" Bryant's 1954 Junction 
Boys summer training program.  Burkhart played on the A&M team and graduated from the university 
in 1957 with a bachelor's degree in petroleum engineering. He worked in petroleum exploration and 

production, and also has interests in ranching. 

"I grew up with my dad working in the oil industry," Burkhart said. "That's what I did, but I have at 
various times in my life had a horse or two, and maybe had a little ranch somewhere."  He said 
ranching has been very important to the development of the United States, especially the western 

half of the country. 

Mr. Burkhart of Lubbock, is an ardent supporter of the National Ranching Heritage Center, He was 
presented the Boss of the Plains Award for his leadership in supporting of the Ranching Heritage 
Center.  He believes ranching has been very important to the development of the United States, es-
pecially the western half of the country.  He has been the primary support for bringing the Pitchfork 
cookhouse to the Heritage Center, other than the Pitchfork board who donated the building. Jim is 

financing the restoration of the building itself.   

Burkhart, a board member of the Ranching Heritage Association, would like to see the National 
Ranching Heritage Center expand by taking in structures and artifacts from areas such as Wyoming 
and Montana.  "It is a wonderful thing to have the center here," he said. "I think it ranks up there with 
the Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City, which used to be the cowboy Hall of Fame."  
Burkhart, would like to see the National Ranching Heritage Center expand by taking in structures and 
artifacts from areas such as Wyoming and Montana.  "I think one of our big challenges is to include 
more states and areas. The National Ranching Heritage Center is a wonderful thing for this part of 

the country." 



Two Aggies Receive Aggie Rings From Boot & Ring Program 
 

Sean Butler ’14 is the son of David and Sherry Butler, and nephew of Randy Brooks 

’86.  Sean is an Eagle scout who graduated from Cooper High School in 2010.  After complet-

ing his freshman year at Texas A&M Galveston he transferred to College Station to study 

Rangeland Ecology and Management.  Sean was in the Corps of Cadets, company L-1 before 

graduating in May 2014.  He now works for JBS Cattle Feeders and lives in Dalhart. 

 

Alexandria (Ally) Ogdee was born April 8, 1994 in Wharton, Texas.  She is the daughter of 

Robert (Bobby) Ogdee ‘84 and has been a die-hard Aggie from birth.  She and her twin brother 

Alec graduated from Wylie High School in 2012.  Ally and entered A&M and was accepted 

into the Texas A&M School of Nursing after two years she currently in school at the A&M 

Health Science Center.  She will receive her aggie ring in September and will graduate in 2016 

with a BS in Nursing. 

 

The Abilene A&M Club Boot and Ring Program is funded by private contributions and does 

not utilizes funds earned by the Club for its scholarship programs.  It recognizes students that 

have made significant contributions to the Club by working in the French Fry Booth and did 

not receive a Club Scholarship  

 

Recipients are selected by a nominating committee and approved by he Board. Students are 

eligible to receive the base price of a 10 karat Aggie Ring.  Students who are Corps members 

may also receive the cost of Sr. Boots. 

 

Payments are made in the student’s name to the University and / or the boot maker. 



 

 

 

Did YOU Know? 
 

Did you know that on  April 26, 1980 the world's longest banana split to enter the 
Guinness Book of World's Records was built on Kyle field? The split was one mile, 
575 yards long and included over 34,000 ice cream scoops, 11,000 bananas, 500 
gallons of topping and over 100 pounds of nuts.    
 

The project was masterminded by Ken Lewis '80 from Houston (brother of state rep-
resentative Susan King).  
 
This was a huge achievement but the "rest of the story"  is good bull.   So now Kyle 
field has the longest banana split and 11.000 banana peels.  What to do with 11.000 
banana peels?   Of course good Ags load them into 4 pickup trucks and drive to Aus-
tin, break into memorial stadium and use the peals to spell out some appropriate,  
slurs that reinforce our love for t. u. and t-sips in general. 
 
Wouldn't you know the campus police show up?  Lots of smooth talking, a promise to 
replace the broken lock, and our good lads were headed home to College Station.  
Mr. Lewis must have been quite the salesman since no charges were filed or tickets 
issued.  Now that's good bull!!!! 

 

If you would like to contribute to this program, or consider a memorial contribution to help 

sustain the project, Please speak with a Board member. 



GOOD BULL 

  

The Abilene A&M Football Watch Party will return to the Long 

Branch Saloon, located at 3225 North 6th Street  

for the 2014 Season. 

 

Come join us for Aggie Football, cold drinks and good  

Company as watch the Fightin’ Texas Aggies  

Beat the Hell Outta Everybody this fall. 

 

The Dallas A&M Club has invited us to a BBQ and watch Party in 

conjunction with the Arkansas game.   

Look for details at the Club meetings. 
 

For up to the minute information on game and watch party times 

follow us on Facebook and Twitter 



 

Abilene A&M Club Silver Taps   

It is with deep regret that we acknowledge the passing of our fellow Aggies 
  
  

Capt. William Allison '55 - February 6, 2014 

  
Mr. Carroll Chapman '53 - March 13, 2014 

  
Mr. C. Barber '47 - February 22, 2014 

 
Ms. Ashley Nicole Stephenson ‘16 - May 27, 2014 

  
Please notify the Club of the passing of any members of the area’s Aggie family so 

that we may express our condolences and ensure the Association is notified 

Prayers and Concerns 
Please notify us of any prayer requests or concerns  

regarding our Aggie Family 

Memorial Contributions 
 

There are many ways to honor departed family members and friends.  

Should you select a memorial contribution that embodies the Aggie Spirit as 

a method to celebrate the life of a loved one, the Abilene A&M Club will 

consider it an honor to help ensure your wishes are met. 

 

Local Club options include the Senior Ring & Boot Fund, the Freshman 

Scholarship Fund and the Class of ‘43 White Belt Scholarship Fund. 

If your preference is one of the numerous organizations on campus or an 

affiliate of the Aggie network, please do not hesitate to contact us for  

assistance. 




