
The Civil War in the Deep South 
Pensacola – Mobile Bay – Biloxi – New Orleans – Natchez – Jackson 

October 14-22, 2016 



Friday-October 14 
Depart your home city bound for Pensacola, Florida. Transfer to your hotel. Welcome Dinner 

tonight. 
         D 

Saturday-October 15—The Battles of Pensacola Bay 
This morning after breakfast ,we will visit Fort Barrancas  which sits on a bluff overlooking the entrance 
to Pensacola Bay and was built to protect the Pensacola Navy Yard. We will also visit the Advanced Re-
doubt and the National Museum of  Naval Aviation. After lunch, on your own, we head for Santa Rosa 
Island to visit Fort Pickens, which is the largest of four forts built to defend Pensacola Bay  and its navy 
yard.  
 Overnight in Pensacola       B  
     
Sunday-October 16—Ship Island 
Today we head west to Gulfport where we will take the ferry to Ship Island. On West Ship Island ,we 
will visit Fort Massachusetts which was built to protect the deep water passage to New Orleans.  Local 
Confederate militia held the island and the fort for nine months in 1861. In July 1861, a brief naval bat-
tle occurred between the Confederate forces on Ship Island and the sailors onboard the USS Massachu-
setts. Union forces took over the island in September 1861 after the Confederate forces vacated.  In 
the afternoon, we take the ferry back to Gulfport and then on to Biloxi to check into the Beau Rivage 
Resort and Casino . 
 Overnight Biloxi        B,D 
 
Monday-October 17—Damn the Torpedoes/The Battle of Mobile Bay 
After your buffet breakfast, we depart for Fort Morgan, Alabama. Since 1834 Fort Morgan has stood as 
the guardian of Mobile Bay. On the morning of August 5,1864 Union Admiral David  Farragut’s force 
steamed into the mouth of Mobile Bay in two columns led by four ironclads and met with devastating 
fire that immediately sank one of its iron-hulled, single-turret monitors, the USS Tecumseh. The rest of 
the fleet fell into confusion but Farragut allegedly rallied them with the words: “Damn the torpedoes. 
Full speed ahead!” Although the authenticity of the quote has been questioned, it nevertheless be-
came one of the most famous in U.S. military history.  After lunch on your own, we depart for Fort 
Blakely. On April 9, 1865 and just hours after the surrender of General Robert E. Lee in Virginia, the 
Battle of Blakely was fought . The battle was "Probably the last charge of this war, it was as gallant as 
any on record," "Harper's Weekly" reported. Historic Blakely State Park was created in 1981 to pre-
serve the National Register Site and its miles of pristine breastworks.  We then return to the Beau 
Rivage. 
 Overnight Biloxi        B 
 
Tuesday-October 18-New Orleans 
This morning we are on our way to New Orleans. On the way we will pass  Fort Pike which was named 
for the explorer and soldier General Zebulon Montgomery Pike (1779-1813) whose name is also at-
tached to Pike's Peak in the Rocky Mountains. Fort Pike is the first of the Third System fortifications, a 
group of brick and masonry structures built between 1816 and 1867. The fort was designed to with-
stand attack from land or sea.  We will also  pass by Fort Macomb located on the western shore of Chef 
Menteur Pass and was constructed to protect New Orleans . 



The fort saw the most of its military action during the Civil War when a Confederate States of America 
garrison took control of and occupied the fort early in the Civil War. The Union regained control of the 
fort after the occupation of New Orleans. In 1867, the barracks caught fire, after which the fort was 
largely abandoned by the  Army. It was decommissioned in 1871.  

 Overnight New Orleans       B,D 
 
Wednesday-October 19– The Crescent City  -Free Day 
It has been said that New Orleans celebrates indulgence like no other U.S. city; its reputation for feast-
ing and revelry, especially during Mardi Gras, is legendary. With Hurricane Katrina well in the rear-view 
mirror, almost a decade after the catastrophic failing of the city's levee system, tourism is flourishing.  
Visitors to New Orleans will find a city alive and thriving. 
 Overnight New Orleans       B,D 
 
Thursday-October 20 –Port Hudson and Natchez 
Breakfast at our hotel then north to Jackson, Louisiana to visit  Port Hudson. After New Orleans fell to 
Federal troops in late April 1862, Confederate control of the Mississippi was in jeopardy because the 
Red River was the primary route for the shipment of supplies from Texas to the heartland of the Con-
federacy. The bluffs near the small town of Port Hudson represented a perfect site for the river batter-
ies. These bluffs were the first high ground upstream from Baton Rouge and overlooked a severe bend 
in the river. This bend presented an additional obstacle for Union warships. The siege of Port Hudson 
began on May 23, 1863. Roughly 30,000 Union troops, under the command of Major General Nathaniel 
P. Banks, were pitted against 6,800 Confederates, under the command of Major General Franklin Gard-
ner. The ensuing battles constituted some of the bloodiest and most severe fighting in the entire Civil 
War.   On to Natchez. While the city’s claim to fame is largely antebellum, its roots go all the back to 
the 1700s. Before becoming a royal court of King Cotton, Natchez was a rollicking frontier town where 
Kaintuck boatmen caroused and gamblers and thieves ruled the notorious Natchez-Under-the-Hill.  
 Overnight Natchez       B,D 
 
Friday-October 21-Vicksburg 
The Battle of Vicksburg, Mississippi, was the culmination of a two year effort by Union armies and na-
vies to wrest control of the Mississippi River from Confederate forces. Today this beautiful city on the 
Mississippi River now preserves some of America's most significant historic sites. Among these 
are forts, batteries, miles of fortifications, historic homes and structures and even the wreck of a Civil 
War ironclad. Vicksburg today draws visitors from around the world. It is a place where the modern 
world steps into the past and where visitors still walk in the footsteps of the men and women that 
forged a nation. 
 Overnight Vicksburg       B,D 
 
Saturday-October 22 - Homeward Bound or Football 
Our motorcoach will depart for Jackson , Mississippi airport for  your return flight. Or perhaps you 
might decide to attend the Texas A&M/Alabama game in Tuscaloosa.  (Arrangements on your own) 



 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

TPI, its employees, shareholders, officers, directors, successors, agents and assigns (collectively TRAVEL PLANNERS INTERNATIONAL), does not 
own or operate any entity which is to or does provide goods or services for your trip. It purchases transportation (by aircraft, coach, train, 
vessel or otherwise), hotel and other lodging accommodations, restaurant, ground handling and other services from various independent 
suppliers. All such persons and entities are independent contractors. As a result TPI is not liable for any negligent or willful act of any such 
person or entity or of any third person. 

In addition and without limitation, TPI is not responsible for any injury, loss, death, inconvenience, delay or damage to per-

sonal property in connection with the provision of any goods or services whether resulting from but not limited to acts of God or force 

majeure, illness, disease, acts of war, civil unrest, insurrection or revolt, animals, strikes or other labor activities, criminal or terrorist 

activities of any kind, overbooking or downgrading of services, food poisoning, mechanical or other failure of aircraft or other means of 

transportation or for failure of any transportation mechanism to arrive or depart on time. 

There are certain inherent risks in travel of the type involved here. Hiking, walking, rafting, horseback riding, bicycle riding, 

exploring in wilderness areas with or without the presence of wildlife, and other active elements of your trip are all potentially danger-

ous activities. In addition, travel to remote areas can make medical attention and evacuation difficult, in the event of an emergency. 

Travelers assume all such risks with regard to these possibilities 

REGARDING AIRLINE LIABILITY: Airlines concerned are not to be held responsible for any act, omission or event during the 

time passengers are not on board their planes or conveyances. These programs may use the services of any IATA carrier. International 

air carriers are subject to international air conventions limiting their liability. The limitations of liability are contained on the reverse side 

of the airline ticket and form part of the terms and conditions of this package. The passage contract in use by these companies, when 

issued, shall constitute the sole contract between the companies and the purchaser of these travel programs and/or passage. 

No funds donated to The Association of Former Students or to Texas A&M University have been used in the 

production or mailing of this travel brochure; all such costs are covered by the tour supplier  

Martin K.A. Morgan is an author/historian who specializes in 
American and military history.  He holds a BA in history from 
the University of Alabama (1991), an MA in history from the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham (1996), and is currently a 
history doctoral candidate at the University of Southern Missis-
sippi in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. He is the author of Down To 

Earth: The 507th Parachute Infan-
try Regiment in Normandy 
(Schiffer, 2004) and The Americans 
on D-Day: A Photographic History 
of the Normandy Invasion (Zenith 
Press, 2014), and he contributes 
frequently to World War II Quar-
terly, Shooting Illustrated and The 
American Rifleman.  He has also 
contributed to such other publica-
tions as Aviation History, World 
War II, World War II History, Arm-

chair General, the Garand Collector's Association Journal, 39/45 
(France) and After the Battle (England). 
            In addition to publishing, for over a decade Martin has 

also appeared regularly on television programs relating to his-

torical subjects on PBS, Discovery, National Geographic, History, 

H2, The Weather Channel, Syfy, Oxygen, the Outdoor Channel, 

The Smithsonian Channel, and The American Heroes Channel.  

With a background as a park ranger and a museum profes-

sional, Martin's experience in public history paved the way for 

the publishing and broadcasting work he does today.  Since 

2002, he has been leading battlefield tours around the world.  

$2759.00 Land Only 
Price Per Person based on  

Double Occupancy 
Single Supplement  $690.00 



 
 

 

 
The Civil War in the Deep South  2016 Tour  

Registration and Tour Cancellation Policy 
 
Name on your passport                                                                       Passport # ___________________                                    
 
Date of Birth                                 Birthplace                                       ____________________________                    
 
Spouse/Guest Passport Name                                                            Passport # ___________________        
 
Date of Birth                                Birthplace                                         _______________________ _____               
 
Email                                                               Street Address:___________________________________                     
 
City:__________________________________  State:___________  Zip:_________________________ 
 
Home Phone:______________ Office Phone:_________________ Mobile Phone__________________ 
 
Contact number during transit to airport in case of delays______________________________________ 
 
Emergency contact ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name for name badge(s)______________________________________________________ ________ 
 
Special Dietary or Health Needs_________________________________________________________ 

 
*Please attach or submit a copy of passport(s)  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Total Price Per Person $2759.00 Land Only 
Make checks payable to Travel Planners International 

 
Payment Schedule:$500.00 per person deposit due with registration.    

   Final Payment due 90 days in advance 
The following cancellation schedule applies: 
DAYS BEFORE DEPARTURE     PENALTY 
$500.00 per person deposit due with registration   $250.00 per person Non-refundable 
120 days – 90 days       10% of entire tour price 
89 days – 46 days      50% of entire tour price 
45 days – day of departure     100% of entire tour price 
 
Please understand that if you change your plans, your right to a refund is limited to the cancellation policies of the airlines as well as the policy of 
the hotels and land arrangements.  Scheduled tours have strict cancellation fees due to air ticketing restrictions and hotel deposits.  Significant 
penalties apply (i.e. non-refundable airline tickets). Cancellation must be received in writing. 

I/we have read, understand and agree to the full Terms & Conditions as detailed in program documents. 
Sign and date below: 

__________________________Date________          ____________________________Date________ 
 
Credit Card: _____________________________________________Exp:_________________________ 
Name as it appears on credit card________________________________________________________ 
Billing Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
Mail deposit and reservation form to: The Association of Former Students, Attn: Traveling Aggies, 505 
George Bush Drive, College Station, TX 77840 FAX: 979.845.9263 Toll Free: 800.633.7514 
            


